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from the pulpit, reverentially saluted all the brethren, and
returned to his own seat.

The president, addressing the company, said, " Brethren,
hearken to my words. If it be your good pleasure, we shall
discuss at present the thoots or the instructions orally de-
livered unto us by our most excellent master. Whom
shall we appoint to answer the questions I shall put him
on this subject ? " They unanimously elected Ananda,
who, having always and on all occasions accompanied
Buddha, was better acquainted with his preachings than
any other religious. Then the president added, " Brethren,
if it be agreeable to you, I will duly question the vener-
able Ananda." The latter likewise said, " Brethren,
hearken to my words. Since it is acceptable to you, I will
answer all the questions on the thoots which our venerable
president shall put to me." Then he rose from his seat,
arranged his cloak on one of his shoulders, respectfully
bowed to the assembly, and, ascending the steps of the
pulpit, he sat down, and held in his hand the ivory fan.

The president, addressing the assembly, said, " Brethren,
in the thoots there are several parts or divisions. There
is the division called Thingiti, which has also subdivi-
sions. Which shall I fix upon to begin our session ? "
They answered, "Let us begin with the Diga-thingiti,
which contains thirty-five thoots, and out of this the Silak-
handa, which includes thirteen sermons or thoots." It was
on the first, called Bhramadzala, that the questions were
put. The president put the following questions to the
venerable Ananda: "In what place was the Bhramadzala
thoot preached ? " Pie answered, " In the Mingoon hall,
situated in the middle of a grove of mango-trees half-way
between Radzagio and the village of Nalanda." " To whom
was allusion made ? " " To Thouppya, a holder of false
doctrines, and to a young man named Bramada." " For
what reason was such allusion made ? " " Because both
had been ungrateful to Buddha." Similar questions were
put for each thoot of this division, and suitable answers